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MINUTES: DLA General Meeting 

Location: Camp Hiawatha Cafeteria (lucky switch from the Retreat Center) 
Meeting Convened: 9:12 am 
Approximate Number of Attendees: 57 
Secretary: Diana Lieffring 
 
Minutes 
 
President Tom Nelson moved to convene the meeting at 9:12 am; the motion was 
seconded by Rich Anderson. 
  

1. Secretary’s report (Diana Lieffring): Copies of the minutes were brought 
and available to the public. Doug Routt seconded the motion to accept the 
minutes from the last general meeting; minutes were approved.    

 
2. Treasurer’s report (Herb Lieffring): Treasurer Herb Lieffring reported a 

balance of $12,075 in the DLA operating fund account and $1,274 in the 
DLA management account. These two accounts are regular bank checking 
accounts. 

 
The grand total of the DLEAP account (Deer Lake Environmental 
Endowment and Preservation fund) was not reported. Tom Nelson pointed 
out the DLEAP account is another DLA fund meant to be invested for a 
bigger return. The current return is more than 10%. A pre-established 
maximum amount can be requested from this fund. Any dollars greater than 
the pre-established maximum must be voted upon by the general assembly. 
 
There is a subaccount in DLEAP set up to hold lifetime membership 
contributions. To date there it totals $7,600. Another $1,900 needs to be 
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moved from the operating fund account to this lifetime account, bringing the 
total to $9,500. 
 
Peg Brown passed away last year. Memorial donations to the DLA went into 
the DLEAP fund. These donations totaled $12,000. Rest in peace, Peg. 
 
Herb reported a total of 152 current members. 
 
Rich Anderson motioned to approve the treasurer’s report; Sam Brown 
seconded the motion. The treasurer’s report was approved. 

 
3. Nomination committee: No committee members were present. There is 

room for more board members, and Tom Nelson announced he would like to 
be relieved as president. Nominations and voting will be taken up at the July 
meeting. Remember you can nominate yourself. Please consider 
volunteering yourself or thinking of someone else nominate.  

 
4. AIS awareness (John Davis): John Davis spoke to this issue saying all 

property owners on the lake have a key role in keeping AIS out of Deer 
Lake, whether you have a launch or not. You need to know where your boat 
and your guest’s boats have been. You can find out which lakes are infested 
by doing a Google of “Minnesota DNR infested waters”.  
 
David Duxbury related the story of buying a new motor in town that was 
tested at some other lake nearby. David asked the business owner if he knew 
whether the lake was infected; they did not know. So, they looked it up 
online together and sure enough, the test lake was infested. David said the 
company is going to change their procedures.  
 
Someone asked what is was the proper procedure for cleaning boats.  Rich 
Anderson said the best method is to let it dry out for 5 days or more. Another 
way is to decontaminate it by calling the DNR to find the location of the 
nearest decontamination unit. 

 
The law for decontaminating lifts or docks is 21 drying days. Don’t forget 
decontamination applies to kayaks, canoes, buoys, and waders as well. AIS 
is not going to come from a duck. Overwintering kills it all. If you know the 
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boat or dock never leaves this lake, there’s no issue. Tom Nelson said a 
brand new scary invasive to keep an eye out for is the starry stonewort. It 
creates a big floating mass that moves around the lake; boats can’t even go 
through it. Doug Routt offered to check on sanitizers for float planes. Joan 
Ratzlaff pointed out dock installer clothing and boat launch trailers could be 
contaminated as well.  

 
5. Tom asked if newcomers to the lake and/or association would like to 

introduce themselves at this time. We heard from the Abendroths who reside 
near the access and Eric Williams. A hand was given in welcome. 

 
6. Loon presentation (Kevin Woizeschke): Kevin Woizeschke from the MN 

DNR non-game wildlife division gave a very interesting talk on loons. Some 
of the most striking details were: 
 

! Minnesota has the largest number of loons in the lower 48 states at 
a count of 12,000. Wisconsin is second at only 4000.  

! The average life span of a loon is around 9-12 years, but they can 
live to be 30 years old.  

! Loons can dive to 140 feet. This is done during their migration 
south when stopping at the Great Lakes. The shrill fish are that 
deep. 

! Loons winter in the Gulf and south eastern sea board. 
! They can stay submerged as long as 7 minutes, but the average is 

about 2 minutes.  
! Male loons are 7-17 lbs; females are 4-14lbs.  
! Minnesota loons lay eggs April, May, and June, but only once a 

year. 
 

7. Donation to the non-game wildlife fund: After the loon presentation, Tom 
Nelson asked about donating $300 to the non-game fund in good faith for 
Kevin traveling from Brainerd to speak. No tax dollars go to that fund. 
Kevin added that any donation would be matched. Pam Brown made a 
motion to do the donation; Barb Baker seconded the motion. The donation 
was unanimously approved.  
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8.  Firewise report (Joan Ratzlaff/Diana Lieffring): Diana Lieffring and Joan 
Ratzlaff reminded folks that the work crew and Firewise pick-up were two 
different activities and needed to be signed up for separately. A work crew 
sign-up sheet and the Firewise tally forms were on the table by the door.  
 
2 pick-ups were scheduled this year due to the amount of wood Deer Lake 
residents accumulate: north side pick-up date is 7/17-7/20 and the south 
side pick-up date is 7/24-7/27. Residents on the north side of the lake (from 
West Chase Lake Road to Baker Road) must turn their forms into Joan by 
July 10; residents to the south of these roads must turn their forms into 
Diana by July 17. 
 
Joan said to turn in a Firewise form EVEN THOUGH YOU DON’T HAVE 
A PILE to pick up. The hours of work still go to fund the program. 
 
The fire department is urging folks to pull brush/wood only from within the 
100 foot perimeter around structures to keep the wood load down. 

 
Diana said the 2018 Firewise program is in jeopardy due to the state 
legislature ruling that XCEL Energy can drop out of its biomass contract set 
to last up to 2026. The biomass plants in Hibbing and Virginia are slated to 
be closed. 
  

9. DLCC report (John Davis): The lake is turning greener. Personal reports 
are coming in showing a distinct change. The committee is putting together a 
plan to attack AIS, failing septics, and phosphorous loading tributaries.  
 
David Duxbury said incoming tributaries have been identified. He 
highlighted where possible funding might come from. If you have a tributary 
on your property, come see him to verify it is covered. Margaret Duxbury 
reiterated that the phosphorous never goes away.  
 
John discussed a funding campaign for the anti-greening initiatives over the 
next few years. Tom Nelson added more details will come out at the July 
meeting. You’ll be getting some letters on the plan as well. 
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10. The July general meeting is to be held July 8 at the Deer River town hall. 
It is a pot luck event. 

 
11. The Frolic is scheduled for August 15th, a Tuesday. Tom Nelson said we 

are seeking volunteers. There needs to be a coordinator that monitors the 
supply and setup of tents, hay bales, boutique, food, games, silent auction, 
etc. This is our biggest fund raiser. 
 

12. Deer Lake handbook (John Davis): A hard copy of this booklet was sent 
out last year. However, copies are available. A revision may be mailed out 
again in a future year. Five folks wanted a copy. 

 
13. New map of Deer Lake (John Davis): John Davis worked to produce two 

sizes of Deer Lake maps per the suggestion of a member last year. He 
brought the samples and set out a sign up sheet for a map. The maps will 
be sold through the boutique, but he needed to know how many would like 
one so an estimate of printing could be made. Also, any other information 
about the lake to go on to the map was welcome. Someone asked if there 
will be there a laminated copy? Maybe, John said; he is the process of 
trying lamination. 

 
14. Tom Nelson reported the plan to take the DLA email accounts offline. No 

one objected. 
 

15. Abby Marier stood up and made a request to honor Dick Williams who is 
an attorney that help to create the DLA as a 501c3 organization in 1991. A 
loud hand was given.  

 
A motion to adjourn at 10:50 am was lost in a swell of happy noise. 
 
Summary of Actions 
 
General Meeting Adjourned: 10:50 am 

 


